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C, CURRENT PENDING CLAIMS 

In order to better assist the Examiner with the prosecution of the case, the current 
pending claims have been included in their entirety for which reconsideration is requested. 

1 . (Amended) A method for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
within a user interface using a flashlight tool, said method comprising the steps of: 

dotormining an n l e v e l within a z order of at least on e displayable obj e ct from 
among a plurality of displayabl e obj e ota difltributod within said z order; and 

enabling a flashlight tool: 

selecting an operating criteria of said flashlight tool, wherein said operating criteria 
is operative on all displayable objects of a user interface; 

positioning said flashlight tool at a location within a user interface, wherein said 
location is independent of another location of at least one displayable object within said 
user interface: and 

selectively adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displayable object 
within a within said user interface positionod at said n l e v e l within said a order , such that 
said transparency level of said at least one displayable object is selectively adjusted 
without adjusting oaid a order of oaid plurality of displayable objooto distribut e d within 
said z order according to said operating criteria of said flashlight tool 
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2. (Amended) The method for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 1, said step of d e t e rmining an n l e v e l selecting an operating criteria of 
said flashlight tool further comprising th e step of comprises : 

receiving a specified user selection of said an n-level within a z-order from among 
a plurality of displayable objects, as a setting -fef-a for said flashlight tool such that said 
flashlight tool setting at said n-level is operative on at least one displayable object within 
said n-level: and 

setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one displayable object 
within said n-level. 

3. (Amended) The method for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 1 , said step of detorminiftg - on n - l e v e l selecting an operating criteria of 
said flashlight tool further comprioing the atop of comprises : 

detecting a position of a slid e r bar within a z - order Hating; ond 

d e t e rmining s aid n l e v e l of s aid-at - teast one dioplayablo objoot ojigooiatton with 
said - po s ition - of -s aid slider bar within said z order listing. 

receiving a specified user selection of a flashlight beam for setting said flashlight 
tool such that said flashlight tool is effective on at least one disp la yable object within a 
range of said specified flashlight beam; 

receiving a specified user selection for setting the intensity of said flashlight beam: 
AUS9-2001-0515US1 7 
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receiving a specified user selection for setting the shape of said flashlight beam: 

and 

setting said flashlight tool to be operative with said intensity, and with said shape, 
on said at least one displayable object within said range of said flashlight beam. 

4. (Amended) The method for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 3 T said method further comprising the step of: 

graphically - displacing odd z order listing within paid uoor interface, wh e r e in said 
z order Hating orders said plurality of diaplayablo objects - according to a us e r designat ed- 
criteria. 

receiving a specified user selection for setting said flashlight beam to effect a 
vairing degree of transparency on said at least one disolavable object. 

5. (Amended) The method for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to c laim 3 claim 1, said m e thod further comprising the s tep of selecting the 
operating criteria of said flashlight tool further comprises: 

adjusting a transpar e ncy of oaoh ontry within s aid z order lioting according to a 
transparency of each of said plurality of displayabl e obj e ct s . 

receiving a user selection criteria for said flashlight tool such that said flashlig ht 
tool is effective on at l east one displayable object that meets said userselection criteria: 
and 
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setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one displavable object 
that meets said user selection criteria. 

6. (Amended) The method for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displavable object 
according to claim I, said step of ^etern rining an n lovol furth e r comprising tho stop of 
selectively adjusting a transparency level farther comprises ; 

doU i rminiug a s e lection of oaid plurality of diaplayQblo obj e cts matching n 
particular oritoria; and 

determining at l e ast one said n l e v e l for said aolootion of oaid plurality of- 
dioplayabl e obj e cts matching oaid particular oritoria; 

adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displavable object within said 
user interface in response to moving said flashlight tool across said user interface. 

7. (Amended) The method for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displavable object 
according to claim 1 , said step of s e l e ctiv e ly adjusting a transpar e ncy level positioning 
said flashlight tooL further comprisin g tho otop of : 

s e lectiv e ly adjuating a transparency lovol of said at looot one displayabl e objec t 
according to a transparency d e signated for a slider bar indicating said at least ono 
dioplayabl e obj e ct s 

receiving a user selection criteria for said flashlight tool such that said flashlight 
tool is effe ctive on said at least one displavable object that meets said user selection 
criteria: 

AUS9-2001-0515US1 9 
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setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one displavable object 
that meets said user selection criteria; 

operating said flashlight tool to locate said at least one displavable object that 
meets said user selection criteria: and 

positioning said flashlight tool at a location over said at least one displavable 
object that meets said user selection criteria. 

8. (Original) The method for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 1, said step of selectively adjusting a transparency level, further 
comprising the step of: 

selectively adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displayable object 
according to a transparency designated for a flashlight tool positioned to selectively adjust 
said transparency level of said at least one displayable object. 

9. (Amended) A system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
within a user interface using a flashlight tool, said system comprising: 

a graphical user interface; 

moona for determining an n l e v e l within a z order of at least on e di s playabl e ob je ct - 
from among a plurality of displayable object s distribut e d within said z order and diaplayod 
within said graphical uoor interface; and 

means for enabling a flashlight tool: 
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means for sel ecting an operating criteria of said flashlight tool, wherein said 
operating criteria is operative on all disolavableobject of a user interface: 

means for positioning said flashlight tool at a location within a user interface 
wherein said location is independent of another location of at least one displavable object 
within said user interface; and 

means for selectively adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displayablc 
object within a within said user interface positioned at said n - l e v e l within said 2 order , 
such that said transparency level of said at least one displayable object is selectively 
adjusted without odjuoting said z ord e r of said plurality of digplayablo objects distributed - 
within said z order according to said operating criteria of said flashlight tool. 

1 0. (Amended) The system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 9, said means for determ ining an n - lov ei selecting the operating criteria 
of said flashlight tool further comprising? 

means for receiving a specified user selection of said an n-levcl within a z-order 
from among a plurality of displavable ob jects, as a setting 4e*-a for said flashlight tool, 
such that said flashlight tool setting at said n-level is operative on at least one displavable 
object within said n-level; and 

means for setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one 
displavable objects within said n-level. 

1 1 . (Amended) The system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 9, said means for dotoruiiniitfl m i n l u v u l selecting the operating criteria 
of said flashlight tool further comprising: 
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moans for d e t e cting a pooition of a slid e r bar within a s order listing; and 

m e ans for d e t e rmining said n lovel of said at l e ast one dioplayablo objoot 
association with oaid position of said slid e r bar within said z ordor listing, 

means for receiving a specified user selection of said flashlight beam for setting 
said flashlight tool such that said flashlight tool is effective on at least one displavable 
object within a range of said specified flashlight beam: 

means for receiving a specified user selection for setting the intensity of said 
flashlight beam: 

means for receiving a specified user selection for setting the shape of said 
flashlight beam: and 

means for setting said flashlight tool to be operative with said intensity, and with 
said shape, on said at least one displavable object within said range of said flashlight 
beam. 

12. (Amended) The system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 11, w h e r e in s aid z order listing ord e r s s aid plurality of dioplayablo 
obj e ct s according to a user d e signat e d oritoria further comprising: 

means for receiving a specified user selection for setting said flashlight beam to 
effect a varying transparency of said at least one displavable object, 
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13. (Amended) The system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 1 1 claim 9 , said system further comprising: 

moana for adjusting a transpar e ncy of oach ontry within said z ord e r li s ting 
according to a tronoparoncy of each of said plurality of dioplnyablo objootq. 

means for receiving a user selection criteria for said flashlight tool such that said 
flashlight tool is effective on at least one displayable object that meets said user selection 
criteria: and 

means tor settinfi said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one 
displayable object that meets said user selection criteria, 

14. (Amended) The system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 9, said means for d olou uiuiug a n ii - kw ol selectively adjusting a 
transparency level further comprising: 

moans for determining a selection of said plurality of diaplayablo objects matching 
a particular criteria; and 

moana for determining at loast - on e said n lovol for said oolootioo of said plurality 
of dioplayabl e obj e cts matohing said portioular criteria. 

means for adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displayable object 
within said user interface in response to moving said flashlight tool across said user 
interface. 
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1 5. (Amended) The system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 9, said means tor selectively adjusting a transparency level further 
comprising: 

means for s e l e ctively adjuoting a transparency lev e l of said at least one displayable 

obj e ct according to a transparency designated for a slider bar indicating $aid at l e asto ae- 

dioplayablo object- 
means for receiving a user selection criteria for said flashlight tool such that said 

flashlight tool is effective on at least one displavable object tha t meets said user selection 

criteria; 

means for setting said flashlight tool to b e operative on said at least one 
displavable object that meets said user selection criteria: 

means for operating said flashlight tool to locate said at least one displavable 
object that meets said user selection criteria; and 

means for positioning said flashlight tool at a location over said at least one 
displavable object that meets said user selection criteria, 

16. (Original) The system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 9, said means for selectively adjusting a transparency level further 
comprising: 

means for selectively adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displayable 
object according to a transparency designated for a flashlight tool positioned to selectively 
adjust said transparency level of said at least one displayable object. 
AUS9-2001-0515US1 14 
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1 7. (Amended) A program tor selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
within a user interface using a flashlight tool , residing on a computer usable medium 
having computer readable program code means, said program comprising: 

moano for d e termining on n4ovol within a z order of at l e ast on e diopl a yablo objoot 
fr e m among a plurality of dioplayablo objocts distribut e d within aaid z order; and 

means for enablinfi a flashlight tool: 

means for selecting an operating criteria of said flashlight tool, wherein said 
operating criteria is operative on all disnlavable objects of a user interface: 

means for positioning said flashlight tool at a location within a user interface 
wherein said location is independent of another location of at least one displavablc ob ject 
within said user interface; and 

means for controlling a transparency level of said at least one displayable object 
ponitionod at flaid n l e v e l within aaid z order, within said user interface, such that said 
transparency level of said at least one displayable object is selectively adjusted according 
to said operating criteria of said flashlight tool. 

1 8. (Amended) The program for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable 
object according to claim 17, said program further comprising: 

means for receiving a specified user selection of said an n-level within a z-order 
from among said plurality of disp layable objects as a setting fe«k for said flashlight tool. 
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such that said flashlight tool setting at said n-levcl is operative on at lest one displavable 
object within said n-level; and 

means for setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one 
displavable object within said n-level. 

19. (Amended) The program for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable 
object according to claim 17, said program further comprising: 

means for dotooting - fr position of a alidor bor within a g ord e r listing; and 

m e ans for d e t e rmining said n lev e l of said at loaflt ono diqplayabl e obj e ct 
assooioti e n with oaid position of said slidor bar within said z order listing. 

means for receiving a specified user selection of a flashlight beam for setting said 
flashlight tool such that said flashlight tool is effective on at least one displavable object 
within a range of said specified flashlight beam: 

means for receiving a specified user selection for setting the intensity of said 
flashlight beam; 

means for receiving a specified user selecti on for setting the shape of said 
flashlight beam: and 

means for se tting said flashlight tool to be operative with said intensity, and with 
said shape , on said at least one displavable object within said range of said flashlight 
beam, 
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20. (Amended) The program for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable 
object according to claim 19, said program farther comprising: 

meana fo r controlling a transpar e ncy of e ach ontry within oaid - a - ordor listing 
e eeording to a transparency of oaoh of said plurality of diDplayablo objects. 

means for receiving a user selection criteria for said flashlight tool such that said 
flashlight tool is effective on said at least one displayable object that meets said user 
selection criteria; and 

means for setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one 
displayable object that meet said user selection criteria. 

21 • (Amended) The program for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable 
object according to claim 17, said program further comprising: 

moans for dotormining a oolootion of said plurality of dioplayablo objects matching 
a particular crit e ria; and 

means for determining at l e ast one said n lov e l for said s e lection of said plurality 
of di s playable objootg matching oaid particular criteria. 

means for adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displayable object 
within said user interface in response to moving said flashlight tool across said user 
interface. 

22. (Amended) The program for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable 
object according to claim 17, said program further comprising: 
AUS9-2001-0515US1 17 
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mcang for controlling a tran s par e ncy lovol of said at least one displayabl e object 
acoording to a transparency designated for a slider bar indicating said at least ono 
displayable obj e ct - 

means for receiving a user selection criteria for said flashlight tool such that said 
flashlight tool is effective on at least one displavable object that meets said user selection 
criteria^ 

means for setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one 
displavable objects that meets said user selection criteria: 

means for_operating said flashlight tool to, locate said at least one displavable 
object that meets said user selection criteria: and 

means for positioning said flashlight tool at a location over said at least one 
displavable object that meets said user selection criteria. 

23. (Original) The program for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 17, said program further comprising: 

means for controlling a transparency level of said at least one displayable object 
according to a transparency designated for a flashlight tool positioned to selectively adjust 
said transparency level of said at least one displayable object. 
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